
 
 

November December 2008 
 
OUR THIRD GULF STATES ANNUAL  
 
The Cloudclimber’s third two-day Gulf States Annual, held November 8-9 at the great Pensacola Navy 
Site 8A, was well attended. There were 17 paid entrants, three more than last year. Doug Petty was the 
Contest Director, and Jim Bethea and Bob Thoren were assistant CD’s. Weather was sunny with light 
winds. 
 
The deal was that for $20, an entrant could fly any event either day, as long as he or she finished on the 
same day. Events were closely fought, with Tony Piazza winning over Scott Cannon in SAM Large 
Stick/Cabin by a coin toss, and Bill Duke winning by a toss over Scott in FAC Old Time Rubber. In 
Catapult Glider, Bob Thoren tied with John Violette with 139 seconds so they had a shootout, which Bob 
Thoren won on last down. 
 
For the first time, we flew a PFFT Model of the Year event in conjunction with the Cloudclimbers events. 
This year it was the Gollywock, and President George White offered cash prizes for First through Third 
places. Once again Jeff Brady donated a cooked lunch for a hungry crew, and soft drinks were also 
provided. Complete results on the following page. Congratulations to all who attended, and helped make 
it a great time. 
 
THE PFFT 2008 GATHERING OF THE TURKEYS 
 
The Pensacola Free Flight Team had another successful Gathering of the Turkeys this past October 11-13. 
About 192 models flew in 36 events over the three days, making 550 flights. Doug Petty came away with 
a first in Nostalgia A Gas and Gollywocks Galore, and second places in Large Rubber Stick and Small 
Rubber Stick. Scott Cannon got a First in Small Rubber Stick, and a Third in Large Rubber Stick and 
Gollywocks Galore. Vince Burton won a First place in Old Time B/C Gas Pylon with his Alert, and a 
Second Place in A Gas Pylon with a Jersey Javelin. 
 
A new event with 4 entries was the electric E-36 event, pioneered by Rex Hinson. Dohrman Crawford of 
the Thermal Thumbers won with 319 seconds, and George White came in second with 305 seconds. Your 
editor brought his new Sparks, but it was too windy to trim and test fly.  If any of our readers would like 
to try this event, we recommend the excellent Sparky laser kit from BMJR Models. The results are 
reproduced below from the PFFT Thermalier. 



OUR 2008 CHRISTMAS PARTY AND 2009 PLANNING MEETING 
 
The end-of-the-year Christmas Party was held Saturday, Dec 6 at the home of Scott and Dona Cannon. 
Ham and Turkey pistolettes with a host of side dishes and punch was provided. Dessert was cookies, 
cake, and brownies. 
 
Eight members were in attendance. The meeting was called to order by facilitator Carl Bakay. 
First order of Old Business was Sharon Bakay and the Treasurer’s Report. We started 2008 with $480.00 
in the bank, and ended the year with $775.00. Dues of $20.00 were collected at the meeting and put 
towards 2009. 
 
Also in Old Business was the Third Annual 2008 Gulf States meet. Contest Director Doug Petty reported 
that we took in $340.00 in fees, and after engraving, T-shirts, and Port-a-Potty costs, we made $52.00. 
With 18 total entrants, there were 4 more than last year and 6 more than 2 years ago, so the event is 
growing. There was discussion as to next year’s event, including hosting a National Cup event, 
Gollywocks Galore for cash and FAC Scale for cash prizes. Doug volunteered to be CD again. 
 
New Business began with a discussion on ways to rejuvenate club membership. One suggestion by Jim 
Bethea was to hang a FF model and sign, with contact information, in hobby shops friendly to such a 
suggestion. Members were assigned as follows: 
 
Baton Rouge   Hobby Town – Doug Petty 
New Orleans   Mike’s Hobby Hut – Jim Bethea & Tony Piazza 
New Orleans  Hub Hobby – John Violette 
Hammond   Hammond Hobbies – Scott Cannon 
Lafayette   Cajun RC Hobby – Carl Bakay 
 
As a second initiative, it was decided to call past members not in attendance, and invite them to the next 
meeting, and see if they would join for 2009. We are also sending them this month’s issue free of charge. 
 
As a third initiative to bolster the club, it was decided to hold a meeting every month, regardless of 
whether anyone volunteered as host. Carl suggested we locate a restaurant with a meeting room, like 
PFFT does at Fire Mountain Buffet, and meet there, maybe on Saturdays, on off months. Carl agreed to 
look into a central location for February, and we would decide on future locations as we go. 
 
With no other business, the meeting was adjourned and presents exchanged. 
 
SAM 59 MEETING SCHEDULE FOR 2009 
 
Friday, Jan 9  Jules and Janet  Damare, Mandeville  
Saturday, Feb 7 Lunch Buffet meeting, location TBA by Carl 
Friday, Apr 3  Jim & Bev Bethea, Covington  
Saturday, May 2 Scott & Dona Cannon Covington BYO Luncheon and meeting 
Saturday, June 6 Vince & Gerry Burton Picnic - tentative  
Saturday, Aug 8 Carl & Sharon Bakay Lafayette BYO luncheon and meeting 
Saturday, Dec. 5 Scott & Dona Cannon Xmas Party. Bring present to exchange. 
 
We still have 6 or 7 open dates, so please think about hosting a meeting if you haven’t already signed up. 
Call Janet at 985-892-7204 if you can help. Unassigned months will be a lunch buffet for the fellows. 
 
 
 



 
 
2008 GULF STATES ANNUAL CONTEST RESULTS 
November 8-9, 2008 
 
 
AMA P-30  4 Flew     Vince Burton Challenge 4 Flew 
1  Bll Duke  439     1.  Bill Duke  203  
2  Al Pardue  320     2.  Jim Bethea  184 
3  George White 198     3.  Jerry Klingaman 178  
 
 
SAM Large Stick/Large Cabin  4 Flew   ½ A Anything    1 Flew 
1  Tony Piazza  360        1  John Violette 152 
2  Scott Cannon 360             
3  Bob Thoren  300   
     
 
AMA Hand Launch Glider   4 Flew   PFFT  Model of the Year - Gollywock   
1  Bob Thoren  217     1. Doug Petty   $100.00     
2  Paul Grabski 189     2. Scott Cannon  $50.00 
3. Scott Cannon 60     3. Paul Grabski  $25.00 
 
        
AMA CATAPULT GLIDER    6 Flew    FAI Coupe d’Hiver   
1  Bob Thoren   139     1  Bob Thoren   509 
2  John Violete  139     2  Paul Grabski 215 
3. Bill Duke  117     3. Jerry Klingaman 120 
 
    
FAC Old Time Rubber 6 Flew    FAC Jumbo/Giant Scale    
1  Bill Duke  360     1. Bernard Chambers 130 points    
2  Scott Cannon 360     2. George White 112 points 
3  Tony Piazza  341     3. Tony Piazza  109 points  
 
FAC WWII Mass Launch 

1. George White 
2. Paul Grabski 

 
 
Trophies were given for First, prizes for Second and Third. 
Each entrant for the Vince Burton Challenge received a T-shirt. 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 
2008 PHOTO ALBUM 

 

 
Signup, Day 1 at the AMA FF Nationals, Muncie, Indiana 

 

 
Mike Midkiff’s FAC Scale Models Carl’s New E-36 Sparks From BMJR Kit 

 
1940 Westerner Overhead at the SAM Champs Herb Kothe and Doug Petty at the SAM Champs 



Grant Carson’s Twin Pusher Flew Great Tom Hepler Launches 
  

  

Herb Kothe Lights a Fuse at the AMA Nats Returning from SAM Champs with Linemen  
Headed for Hurricane Ike in Texas 

 
 
 

2008/2009  EVENTS CALENDAR 
 

 
2008 
 
Dec 29-31 54th King Orange Internationals, sponsored by the Florida Modeler’s Association, Palm Bay, FL. AAA 

AMA Cat III Contest, NFFS National Cup, America’s Cup Contest. CD Bob & Mary Schuettler, PO Box 38, 
Lorida, FL 33857, loridabob@wmconnect.com See flier attached. 

 



2009 
 
Feb 7,8 The Model Airplane Club of Huntsville hosts the MACH WinterCoupe Event at the Pensacola Navy Field, 

Site 8A. HLG, Cat Glider, Classic Towline,  Coupe d’Hiver, P-30, Commercial Rubber. See flyer in this 
issue for entry details. CD: Bob Thoren, 10002 Bluff Drive, Huntsville, AL 35803-1704, phone 256-880-
8099. dthoren3@comcast.net  

 
May 16,17 Model Airplane Club of Huntsville hosts the Heart of Dixie National Cup Contest, Navy Site 8A, 

Pensacola, FL. AMA Gas, Classic Power, OT Rubber, Commercial Rubber, Moffett, F1H Glider, F1D 
Coupe, Gollywocks Galore, and more. Tom Hepler CD, 256-350-9263. BuzzardBombshell@aol.com 

 
June 13,14 Pensacola FF Team hosts the The Fiesta of Five Flags Contest. Pensacola Navy Site 8A. Featuring AMA, 

SAM and FAI events. George White CD. 850-473-0866, white76@cox.net 
 
July 12 The Thermal Thumbers of Metro Atlanta host the Peach State Champs, TTOMA Sod Farm, Atlanta, GA. 

Info - Dohrman Crawford, turn25@bellsouth.net 
 
July 27-31 AMA FF Nationals, AMA Flying Site, Muncie, IN. For info www.modelaircraft.org/events 
  
October 10-13 Pensacola FF Team hosts the Gathering of the Turkeys, Navy Site 8A, Pensacola, FL. A full slate of  

AMA, FAC and SAM  free flight events. George White CD. 850-473-0866, white76@cox.net. 
 
Nov 7-8 (approx) The Cloudclimbers of SAM 59 host their Fourth Gulf States Annual. At Pensacola Navy Site 8A. 

3 SAM events – To be announced, 3 FAC events – TBA, 3 AMA events. $20 entry flies any or all events. 
CD Doug Petty, 916 Durnin, Denham Springs, La. 70726  
 
SAM 59 members fly most weekends when the weather is agreeable at the Simpson Sod Farm, just North of 
Folsom, LA. 8 am til 4 pm. No gas RC. AMA license required. Newbies and visitors welcome. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Carl J. Bakay, Editor 
118 Gentry Circle 
Lafayette, LA 70508 
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Saturday Events: ENTRY FORM

Hand Launch Glider

Catapult Launch Glider

Classic Towline Glider —  Any glider 750 sq inches max total area projected;  No weight requirements;  
 BOM applies;  No circle tow; fixed surfaces except for glide rudder; zoom 

launch OK;  No tow time limit
Sunday Events:

Coupe d’Hiver — 70 gm airframe; 10gm rubber; 5  rounds, 2 minute max — No rounds
      First Prize is an ARF Burdov Honey G Coupe (a $400 Value) 

P-30 Rubber —  40 gm airframe; 10 gm rubber;  3 flights, 2 minute max

Commercial Rubber — 36” max wing, freewheel prop; 3 flights, 2 minute max

Signature _________________________________________Email Address: ________________________________

Name______________________________________________________AMA #.  ___________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

CD — Bob Thoren, 10002 Bluff Drive, Huntsville, AL 35803, Tel 256-880-8099  email  dthoren3@comcast.net 
or bob.thoren@tdytsi.com

MODEL AIRPLANE CLUB
OF HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA

MACH WINTERCOUPE EVENT
Sanction Class A # 09-0031

Pensacola, Florida Navy Helicopter Field Site 8A

Saturday, February 7 and Sunday February 8, 2009
Directions to Site:  Take I10 West from Pensacola.  Take Exit 5 to Alt 90 and continue west approximately 2 miles 

to the field

Enter the 20th annual MACH Wintercoupe Event to be held in Pensacola, Florida at Navy Site 8A.  The glider 
events (HLG, CLG and Classic Towline Glider) will be flown on Saturday.   Coupe d’Hiver will be flown on 

Sunday.  Sunday’s events will also include P-30 and  Commercial Rubber.  Contest start-stop times are 0800-1600 
on Saturday and 0800 -1500 on Sunday.

This is a National Cup event for HLG,CLG,TLG and P-30
$15 Entry Fee.  Fly any or all events.  Plaques to third place


