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                  The Geezer  
Official Journal of the WA Model Aero Club (inc) and  

SAM 270 Western Australia 
  

August 2016 

 
 
Are we over this dodgy weather yet? I know I certainly am! 
Rain, wind, hail, fire, brimstone, fish falling from the sky – 
you name it and we have seen it this year! Still – at least 
we managed to knock out a couple of events last month 
which has helped right our somewhat lopsided event 
calendar. Thanks to Greg and the photographers for 
documenting things for the mag. 
 
Speaking of things documented – hopefully your regular 
editor, Mike Butcher, will be back next month to take up 
the reins of office. Not that I mind producing ‘The Geezer’ 
for everyone but different ideas and perspectives are 
important for keeping things moving and evolving.  
 
My Saturday job keeps me in touch with modellers in Perth 
and across the state – many of whom are of our inclination 
vintage wise but are over the hassle of dealing with nitro 
engines. I spruik for SAM270 and WAMAC whenever I 
encounter a fellow builder but 95% of those returning to 
the sport these days are going electric and lose interest 
when I say we use diesel/nitro for the majority of our 
events. ‘Nah mate – gave away all that oily stuff. Much 
easier to flick a switch and go.’  As you know I am not a 
big fan of Tesla and his little wizards when it comes to 
model propulsion BUT I can see a day in the near future 
where we may have to adapt or die. The late Peter Everitt 
was a passionate advocate of vintage electric and I think 
he could have won a few more of us over if there had 
been consensus on the rules for some events. Something 
to chew over in coming months? 
 
Another area of development I have been working on is 
the online community via social media. There is a LARGE 
pool of non-affiliated flyers out there these days  - mainly 
due to the proliferation of good quality and competitively 
priced electric equipment. These guys are looking to get 
plugged in and are using Facebook, Instagram, twitter and 
Snapchat to link up and form groups to fly together outside 
the club circle. The challenge is to find the guys that are 
getting bored drilling holes in the sky with their foamies 
and are looking for a challenge in the building and flying 
space. I have started a building blog on Facebook in the 
‘Perth RC Flying buy/sell/chat’ group and have received 
some positive feedback so we’ll see where that goes over 
the coming months. If anyone would like to join this group, 
search it out on FB and apply to join. 
 
In the meantime, keep those articles and letters rolling in 
folks! 
 
sam270geezer@gmail.com.  
 
Troy Latto 
(Temporary) Editor-that’s-large 
________________________________________________ 

Contest Director’s Report July 2016  

(from Greg McLure) 

OT Duration State and SAM270 event combined. 
We had to run both state and club events together due 
to postponements previously caused by bad weather, 
but on this day (24th July) we were rewarded with a 
glorious day weather wise. 
 

 
The pits – looking well manicured and dewy in the 

morning sunshine. Bloody cold though! 
 
Due to the calm conditions a max required a high climb 
because the glide phase of the flight had little or no lift 
to assist. Again we had some very good entries in the 
scariest climb competition, Hans started by showing 
how strong his wing was. Rod then got everybody’s 
attention by a spiral dive and much fluttering of wings. 
 

 
Hoops Launches El Presidente’s Bomber on its maiden 
voyage in the first round of the SAM270/ state duration. 

No pressure.. 
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 Despite all this action three people made the fly-off which 
was won convincingly by Ray with quite a low score 
which showed just how tough it was. 
 
RESULTS:    
 
1. Ray Sherburn                1260 + 495 
2. Paul Baartz            1260 + 407 
3. Ian Dixon         1260 + 345 
4. Kevin Hooper    1184 
5. Rod McDonald            1178 
6. Hans VanLeeuwen   1161 
7. Troy Latto    840 
9. Ray Silbereisen   834 
10. Greg McLure     591 
 

 
Ray Sherburn shows off his trophies.. 

 

OT Burford duration (State). 

This event was run after the Duration and so enjoyed 
light winds with no lift about. 
 
I got stuck straight into the scariest climb competition by 
barrel rolling into the ground.  
 
Rod managed to turn his radio off on launch which 
resulted in his model looping all over the place and then 
when the motor cut landing in the field with no damage. 
 
Dicko was muttering about his motor being worn out but 
still he got a perfect score, indeed five of the seven 
entrants lined up for the fly-off. 
 
This was again a low score event with Troy a convincing 
winner. 
 
Ps My low score I put down to the pressures of high 
office. 
 
RESULTS:     

1. Troy Latto  Spacer/BB 900 + 359 
2. Rod McDonald Crescendo/PB 900 + 298 
3. Hans VanLeeuwen Lucky Lindy/PB 900 + 278 
4. Richard Sutherland  Ambition/PB 900 + 241 
5. Ian Dixon  Creep/PB 900 + 222 
 6. Ray Silbereisen Zoot Suit/PB 690 
7. Greg McLure  Ollie/PB dnf 

 

OT Nostalgia State Champs. 
 
Held on 3rd July, the weather was a bit ‘iffy’ for this 
event with showers and low cloud in the area but a 
decision was made to go for it.  
 
Dicko started things off with a steady climb and good 
height to find enough good air to record a max. 
The rest of us seemed to be trying to achieve the most 
aerobatic climb out. 
 
Kevin took out this side event with an aerobatic 
sequence that had everybody diving for cover under the 
cars. Good one Hoops.  Rod has the misfortune to 
launch his model with the receiver off resulting a fly-
away.   Hans lost rudder control but managed to get 
back using elevator only.  
 
Paul very sportingly only had the motor going for about 
half the allowed time but still got high enough to nearly 
get a max and ended up in second place. 
Dicko recorded another perfect score and was the 
winner. 
 
RESULTS:   

1. Ian Dixon   1260 
2.  Paul Baartz  1106 
3. Rod McDonald  420 
4. Ray Silbereisen  235 
5. Kevin Hooper  83 
6. Hans VanLeeuwen  dnf 
7. Greg McLure  dnf 

 
PS: Rod has since found his model, the only damage 
caused by inquisitive cows. 
________________________________________________ 

 
WAMAC FEE STRUCTURE 2016/2017 
 
Full members: $140.00 
Associate Members: $40.00 
 
Cash or Cheque payable to WAMAC. See Paul 
Baartz.You won’t be able to fly after July 31 without 
proof of renewal. 
 
_________________________________________________ 
 

2016 SAM270 “Paul Baartz Shield” 
Progress table 

SAM number   Name  Club Points 

27017    I Dixon    20 
2706    R McDonald   18 
27023    G McLure   14 
2704    T Latto    11 
27014    H Van Leeuwen  8 
2701    P Baartz   6 

27022   R Sherburn  4 

27021   K Hooper  3 

27028   R Silbereisen  3 

27029   C Edwards  1 

 
 
Members will be added to this list as they score points  
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A ‘not-so-madewell 49’ 

 
 
Some time ago I sought – and bought – a Madewell 
49 from an overseas ebay seller. This engine was 
complete and I got it for a reasonable price (even if 
it was slightly more than I wanted to pay). When I 
received it I noticed it had a slight wobble in the 
crank but put it down to age. It went on the shelf 
pending construction of an appropriate aircraft. 
Whizz forward 3 years and I was ready to use the 
Madewell on a new RC1 currently under 
construction. As has become my custom, I passed 
the motor on to Hans Van Leeuewen who is a guru 
on engine repairs and rebuilds to re-furb it for me. 
To say Hans was less than impressed with the 
Madewell is an understatement! Best put it in his 
words: 
 
‘The example of this engine that you own is in a sad 
state.  My guess is that it’s done 100+ hours and 
has not been well looked after.  I still have it in bits 
and will show you when next we meet.  I don’t 
believe it’s worth repairing.  I’d also suggest that 
you don’t bother trying to find another as the 
internal engineering is very poor.  The crankshaft is 
the worst design I’ve ever seen’ 
 
Hans showed me the disassembled engine when 
we caught up next and boy – is he right! The whole 
thing is worn out, the metallurgy is poor and the 
fabrication looks makeshift to say the least! My 
balloon is well and truly pricked and I am now on 
the hunt for another motor – not a Madewell .49 – 
for my RC1. 
 
Hans has purchased a stack of books on small 
model motor engineering and reviews and is going 
to share articles from these books based on 
engines in common use around the club. Hopefully 
this will boost our knowledge on what to expect 
when purchasing and operating these vintage 
pieces. I highly recommend consulting with Hans or 
others PRIOR to purchasing an engine for use as 
opposed to display so you won’t end up buying a 
pup like I did! 
 

 

 
Just a minute! 

 

WAMAC.  Minutes of  general meeting held on: 8th 

July 2016 

Held at: 20 Granville Way, Willetton 6155 

Meeting started at: 8pm with president Troy Latto in 

the chair. 

Members present: T.Latto, P.Baartz, H.VanLeeuwen, 

K.Hooper, I.Dixon, R.McDonald, G.Mclure. G.Cooke, 

B.Slyns-Daniels  

Apologies: Rob Rowson 

Visitors: nil 

Correspondence inwards: From AWA membership 

cards, several newsletters 

Correspondence outwards: Geezer and newsletters to 

mailing list, membership fees to AWA  

Treasurers report: Balance at bank $ 18,064.34 (less 

$940 to AWA) 

 9 members and 5 associates 

Minutes of previous meeting:  were confirmed as 

circulated to members. 

Business arising: nil 

General Business: SAM Texaco and 2cc duration to be 

held on 7th August. 

Suggestion for consideration that if an event is 

cancelled twice that it be abandoned for the year (SAM 

events only not state champs). 

Whether to continue awarding medallions for SAM 

events and seeking suggestions for replacements for 

them if decided not to continue with them next year, 

Kevin Hooper reported on the recent AWA meeting. 

Competition results: as per Geezer. Report and results 

of the State Nostalgia event in August Geezer. 

Meeting Closed at: 8.30pm 
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1935 Weissnerfalke glider 
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Office Wallahs... 
 

President: Troy Latto  
 
Email: sam270geezer@gmail.com 
 
Vice President: Hans Van Leeuwen 
 
Secretary/Treasurer: Paul Baartz  
 
Email: paulbaartz@hotmail.com 
 
Geezer Editor(s): Mike Butcher/Troy Latto 
 
Email: sam270geezer@gmail.com 
 
Contest Co-ordinator: Greg McLure 
 
Email: technophobe@hammerandchisel.old.git 
 

Disposals 

Got some engines for sale, having a clearout.  

OPEN TO OFFERS ON ALL ENGINES. DON'T BE 
SHY, I NEED THEM GONE BEFORE THEY ROT 
AWAY IN MY SHED! 

Diesels: 

1, Drone Diesel .29.  2.Jena 2cc (blue head).  3.Jena 
2.5cc (black head).  4. PAW .35 R/C.  5.PAW .15 (no 
NVA).  6.PAW .15 BR. 7. PAW 1.5cc.  8. Burford Taipan 
1.5cc (red head 'bubble'). 9. Taipan 1.5cc. 10.M.E. Snipe 
(with R/C Carb). 11. E.D. 'Pennyslot' 2cc.  12. Elfin 
1.8cc (radial mount).  13. PAW .15 R/C.  14. AM 15 
(black head).  15. AM 10 (green head). 16. Taipan 'Tyro' 
1.9cc.  17. E.D. Racer 2.49cc. 18. Frog 2.49BB.  19. 
Indian Mills 1.3cc.  

 Four Strokes:  

20. O.S .40 Surpass.  21. O.S. MAX .40  22. Enya .60 
4st.  23. O.S. .60 'open rocker'.  24. Saito .50 

Two stroke Glow: 

25. Fox .15 R/C.  26. Fox .15 FF/CL.  27. FROG 500 
Glow.  28. Taipan .15 Glow (no muffler).  29. Enya .25 
(NIB).  30. O.S LA.46 31. HP .40 (X2).  32. O.S. .40 
FP.  33. O.S. .25.  34. Enya .45 (X2).  35. O.S. 
.20.  36. S.C. .40. 

Spark Ignition: 

37. Dunham Eng. Orwick .64.  38. Brown Jnr. Model D. 

Many of these have been run with castor so are 
gummed up but they just need a kero bath and all 

of them run. 

Contact Gary Dickens 

Mills1.3@hotmail.com 

Some Saito fun with Graeme Cooke.. 

 

Cookie likes to muck around with obscure things. Just 
recently he took up a challenge to ride a postie bike (Or 
Postman’s Motorcycle for our foreign readers) up the 
East Coast for charity. This involved stripping down and 
preparing a motorcycle built for short distances and low 
revs for an extended journey it was never designed for. 
 
Part of the tuning process for the standard 110cc Honda 
engine involved measuring the intake pulses through the 
carburettors to allow the bike to make maximum revs. I 
won’t bore you with the technicalities (not sure I 
understand them myself) but this kind of experimentation 
isn’t easily measured on the actual powerplant, so some 
kind of flat twin analog was required. 
 
Enter Gary Dickens, who supplied A flat twin Saito 
(180?) for the intrepid adventurers to experiment upon. 
In Graeme’s words: 
 

‘Photos of Saito twin mounted on go fast red stand, 

ready for twin onboard glow system and potential test 

run in coming weeks :) 

 

If it runs half decent, I will bolt it to the front of a 1935 

Texaco Special - 9¹4² span x 7¹ long at around 8 lbs.’ 
 
So – there you have it! Cookie will be riding up the East 
coast on a motor bike designed to deliver letters and 
tuned with data gained from a model aircraft engine. It’s 
a funny old world isn’t it? 
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Ray’s Reminiscences. 

Some weeks back Ray Sherburn supplied me with an old copy of ‘Windsock’ from 2005. In it he relates a tale of his early 

exploits with control line and diesel engines – specifically ether. Now if you are an animal lover, you MIGHT want to skip 

the following page and have a wander down memory lane with the SAM Event detailed straight after. So many familiar 

names, some now passed, are listed. Makes you wish we could get as many folks to fly in events as we did 11 years ago. 
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 Geoffrey de Havilland (left) With Eddie Cosh and his DH 60 Moth, humorously named "Corsicanfly" at Stag Lane 

Aerodrome in 1933 
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2016 Old Timer Contest Calendar 
2016 F/F Contest Calendar 

 
Feb 28th     Standard Duration     Oakford 9.00 am  

Burford Duration      Oakford 11.00 am 
March 7th     Combined Open      Meckering 9.00 am 
March 27th     Combined Open      Meckering 9.00 am  
April 3rd Maelstrom Mass Launch     Mitchells Farm 9:00am  

Ebenezer Mass Launch     Mitchells Farm 9:00am 
     HLG/CLG State Championships    Mitchells Farm 9:00am 

Power Scramble State     Mitchells Farm 9.00 am  
Championships 

April 10th     Nostalgia      Oakford 9.00 am  
Vintage Glider      Oakford 11.00 am 

April 17th     1/2A Texaco      Oakford 9.00 am 
April 24th     Combined Open      Meckering 9.00 am 

May 1st      P30 State Champs / Roy Farren    Meckering 9.00 am  
Combined Open / Free Flight Cup 

May 8th      Mothers Day fly at your own risk 
May 22nd     OT Duration      Oakford 9.00 am  

2cc Duration Trial event     Oakford 11.00 am 
30th May– 1st June    F1A, F1B and F1C State     Meckering 9.00 am  

Championships (TT) 
June 5th     SLOP State Championships    Meckering 9.00 am  

Mike Beilby Cup  
Combined Open / Free Flight Cup  

June 19th     Rubber State Championships    Meckering 9.00 am  
Wamac Cup  

Open Glider 
June 12th     1/2A Electric Texaco    Oakford 9.00 am  

OT Texaco      Oakford 11.00 am 
June 26th     ’38 Antique      Oakford 9.00 am 
28th June     Escargot Trophy      Meckering 9.00 am  

WAMAC Cup  
Combined Open / Free Flight Cup 

July 3rd      Nostalgia (State)      Oakford 9.00 am 
July 10th     Open Power State Championships    Meckering 9.00 am  

Combined Open / Free Flight Cup  
July 17th     Burford (State)      Oakford 9.00 am 
July 24th      OT Duration (State)     Oakford 9.00 am 

July 31st     Fuller, Nostalgia and F1Q     Meckering 9.00 am  
Combined Open / Free Flight Cup 

13 – 14 August     F1A, F1B and F1C State Championship   Meckering 9.00 am  
FIA Team trials F1A, F1B and F1C (TT)  
Combined Open / Free Flight Cup 

August  21st     OT Standard Duration (State)    Oakford 9.00 am 
August 28th     1/2A Electric Texaco  (State)    Oakford 9.00 am 
Sept 4th     Fathers Day fly at your own risk 
Sept 11th     Texaco (State)      Oakford 9.00 am  
September 18th     1/2A Texaco (State)     Oakford 9.00 am 
October 9th ’     38 Antique (State) Oakford 9.00 am 
October 30th     Tomboy Rally      Oakford 9.00 am 

Random Picture Pages 

 
Condo photo-bombs SAM270 at Canowindra 2014  
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Sam Supporters.. 

  

  
 

  
 

  
 

 

 

Larry Davidson 

66 Casa Mia Circle 

Moneta, VA. 24121-5307 

(540)721-4563 

Supplier of specialist model equipment for 

antique and spark ignition motors 

     Email: samchamp@jetbroadband.com 

 Want an Aussie made Ignition system?  
Who you gonna call? 

 

               Peter Scott!! 
 

Ignition coil assemblies with transistor - 
ready to go only $70!! 

 
. Contact qualmag@optusnet.com.au 
   Or Phone: (02) 9624 1262 

 Aerotech Electronics 
 

Electronic ignition timers for sparkies! 
Receiver activated shutoffs eliminate 

mechanical switches and make your spark 
ignition installation a breeze! 

 
Email Marvin Stern:  IGN-sw@optimum.net 

 

3706 NORTH 33rd STREET     GALESBURG, MICHIGAN 49053-9715 (BEST TO CALL FIRST     (269) 665-9693) -     

 Email: aeroelectric@charter.net; Website: www.woodysengines.com 
 

AERO ELECTRIC* IS:  WOODY BARTELT AND ASSOCIATES. WE MAKE PARTS TO RESTORE OR MAINTAIN MOST 
ANTIQUE MODEL ENGINES.WE ALSO SOURCE AND SELL QUALITY REPRODUCTION ENGINES. 

 
OUR CURRENT CATALOG # 11B 

HAS 50 PAGES OF INFORMATION AND DETAILED LISTS OF NEW OLD STOCK AND REPRODUCTION PARTS. 
MAILED FIRST CLASS TO ANYWHERE IN THE U.S. FOR $15.00.  AND INTERNATIONAL AIR MAIL FOR $26.00  

ORDER NOW! 

 


