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... in this issue: 
 
P.2 -  … 2014 SAM WESTERN REGIONAL EVENT CALENDAR 

 P.3 -  … FEBRUARY MINUTES AND MARCH AGENDA 

P.4 -  … FROM THE FEBRUARY MEETING / FROM THE RIGHT SEAT  

P.5 -  … STRINGS TOO SHORT TO SAVE, THE SIMPLEX EVEINT 

P.6 -  … THE 2014 SAM 21 Roster 

P.7 -  … SAM 21 Heritage Page 

P.8 -  … SAM 21 PICTURES FROM THE PAST 

P.9 -  … SAM 26 SPRING OPENER F LYER 

P12 - … OFFICER ROSTER AND 2014 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

   

Next Meeting:  
  

Thursday, March 27, 7:00 pm   
 

SARATOGA FIRE HOUSE 
Corner Saratoga Ave and Saratoga Hwy 

 

Park in rear and enter thru front door 
 

For the Goodie Schedule - see page 2 
 

Thanks to Ken Martinez for the February Goodies! 
 

Thanks to Brian Sargent for the Coffee! 

  Shades of yesteryear… 
 

Courtesy of Ted Kafer, we glance 
back to the year of 19.. Guess? 
(answer below - no peeking) 

This was SAM 21 in the “glory 
Years”, and yet you will see some 
faces familiar in today’s member-
ship. 

Ted even went so far as to use 
his (rusty) memory to identify most 
of the faces as: 

 

Back Row, L-R: Bob Risvold; 
Dave Lewis; Jack Alten; John 
Pond; Mark Deneen; Al Ward; 
Dave Bruner; MM Shirt unk; Ray 
Tankersley; Marvin Miller; Bob 
Allen; Tony Mula; George Joki; 
Frank Womack; Barnett Kernoff; 
Lescher Dowling. 

Front Row, L-R: Ted Kafer, 
(Secy/Treas); Steve Roselle, 
(Pres); Bill Vanderbeek, (Vice 
Pres); Neil Kaminar, (Clipper edi-
tor)                                               
See more Historic Pictures on Page 8 Would you buy a used car from any of these Characters? 

 1986 
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VISIT SAM 21 Website:  

WWW.SAM-21.ORG       

2014 Meeting Dates 
7:00 p.m.  

@ SARATOGA FIRE  
DEPARTMENT  

Corner Saratoga Ave &  
Sunnyvale-Saratoga Hwy 

January 23 
February 27 
March  27 
April 24 
May 22 
June 26 
July 24 

August 28 
September 25 

October 23 
November 20 

 

(due to Thanksgiving Conflict) 
December 18 

 (due to Christmas Conflict) 

2014 “GOODIE”  
Schedule 

 

Here are the assignments for 2014, ex-
cusing those who normally do not attend 
meetings on a regular basis.  

If you cannot  accommodate this 
schedule, then it will be your  responsi-
bility  to “volunteer”/coerce another 
member to take your place. Don’t say you 
weren't  warned.  

And, if you feel ‘The Call‘ (and aren’t 
on this list), please call one of the unfortu-
nate souls on the list or the ‘Standby’ and 
offer to take their place.   
 

JANUARY             Eberhardt  
FEBRUARY           Martinez 
MARCH                 Vanderbeek  
APRIL                  Peterson 
MAY                Leopold 
JUNE                      Lewis 
JULY                 Marshall 
AUGUST                 Gurney 
SEPTEMBER          Henry Smith 
OCTOBER               Saso  
NOVEMBER            Sargent 
DECEMBER             Dowling 
 
Standby:                  Eberhardt 

2014 WEST COAST  EVENT SCHEDULE           
 Revised 3/12/14cwc                        (Italics are  PRELIMINARY Dates - SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 
                                                   (Bold are confirmed dates) 
JAN  4              5       
JAN 11           12             
JAN 19           20             1/18-20 2014 SOUTHWEST REGIONAL, Eloy Az 
JAN 26           27             1/25 SAM 21  BANQUET— HOLDER’s Country Inn, San Jose 
 
FEB  1 2 
FEB  8 9  
FEB 15 16 
FEB 22            23 
 
    
MAR 1               2              Sunday 3-2 only - SGMA Spring Contest, FF/RC Assist Waegell Field              
MAR  8  9   
MAR 15    16 
MAR 22  23           3-22-23 SAM 26 Spring Annual, Wekerly Field - near Bakersfield 
MAR        29       30                       CD: Dick Fisher - 805-489-4078 
 
APR   5                 4-4-5 only NCFFC Sierra Champs - FF/only-  Waegell  Field      
APR 12  13  
APR 19   20  
APR 26   27          Sunday Only  4/27 - SAM 21 Speed 400/1/2A TEXACO contest -                          
                          Dwarf’s Field, So. San Jose  
MAY  3    4                                 Sunday Mother's Day 
MAY 10   11             
MAY 17   18          SATURDAY 5 - 17 WINGS Of History OPEN HOUSE - Morgan Hill ? 
MAY  24   25 
MAY 31                 5/31 - 6/1 SAM 21 38th Annual and First “Loren Schmidt Memorial” -                                   
JUNE                          1           Schmidt Ranch 
   Saturday 6-1 only - West States Champs-FF/OT RC Waegell Field 
JUNE  7     8           
JUNE      14    15                           
JUNE 21     22                             Monday  6/18 Father's Day  
JUNE      28     29 
 
JULY                   4                             Friday 7/4  Independence Day  
JULY  5        6 
JULY 12      13 
JULY 19                 20         
JULY 26      27        Saturday only - 7/26 - SAM 30 Fun Fly - Schmidt Ranch             
 
AUG   2       3  
AUG   9      10  
AUG 16      17           
AUG 23      24                     
AUG         0                   31                
                                                                               Monday 9/1 Labor Day 
SEPT   6      7          5-7 SAM 27 Annual Crash and Bash - Schmidt Ranch                          
SEPT   7      8          9/8  Sunday Only- SGMA Combo - OT RC Assist, Waegell Field  
SEPT 14     15         14 -18 SAM Champs - Muncie Indiana  
SEPT 21    22            
SEPT      28                29          
 
OCT  4     5            
OCT        11    12           
OCT        18    19         Saturday 19 - SAM 21  S- 400 & 1/2A TEXACO contest—DWARFS?  
OCT        25                26         10 - 25 -26 SAM 26 John Pond Commemorative - Wekerly Field -              
   near Bakersfield - CD: Bob Angel 805-937-5145 
   Sunday 10-26 Only- SGMA Fall Contest- OT RC Assist, Waegell Field   
                                                 
NOV   1     2          Saturday 11-1 ONLY - SCCMAS Swap Meet ? 
NOV   8     9              
NOV 15    16 Saturday November 15th -  SAM 21 MECA COLLECTO  
NOV 22    23 
NOV        30                                                  Thursday 11-27 Thanksgiving Day 
DEC  6     7   
DEC 13    14  
DEC 20    21                                  Thursday 12- 25 Christmas Day 
DEC 27    28            
JAN                                                     Thursday 1- 15 NEW YEARS DAY 2015 

Special Event Note: SAM 51 has advised that their Chapter will be 
holding monthly Fun Fly events on the First Thursday of each month, 
WX permitting, until further notice at Woodland/Davis. For more info 
contact Ken Holden at: kdholden@gmail.com  
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  Call to order: President Gary Leopold at 7:00pm 
     

      Members present:   15 
 

      Guests present:   None 
 

       Introduction of guests:  None 
 
     Approval of minutes of the meeting of January  23, 2014 :     
 Approved 
 
  Treasurer's report: Lescher Dowling Club is solvent. 
 
  Membership report: Lescher Dowling  29 Regular; Associate  
 15; Life 6;   Total  50 
 
  Competition Report: Dave Lewis: 
  

        A)   SGMA Spring Contest,  Waegell, on 3-2-14    
 Discussion followed if this would  be a suitable  
 location for a ‘Contest’.   Some members will 
 check out the site. 
 

  B)  SAM 26 Spring Event, March  22-23,  2014   
 near Bakersfield. 
 

  C)   SAM 21 Dwarfs Field on April 27 2014.      
 Speed 400 and  1/2 A Texaco events. 
 
  Reports: Annual Banquet: 
              Walt Gurney reported 36 attended – Very successful 
 and everyone was well pleased. 
 
  New business: 
 

          A) SAM  21 Annual ’Ranch Romp’ Contest, now renamed 
 “Loren Schmidt Memorial”, will be on  May 31st and      
 June 1,2014. CD to be determined at the meeting in 
 March.. 
 
           B) SAM 30 Fun Fly will be held at the Schmidt Ranch on 
  7/27/2014. 
 
           C) The proposed date for the SAM 21, 2014 Collecto will  
  be November 17, 2014. This date needs to be  
  confirmed with the Church by Walt Gurney. 
 
           D) Frank Womack, SAM 30, has proposed a challenge   
 to SAM clubs using a 60’’ Simplex Electric Model.  A 
 large number of SAM 21 members agreed to accept 
 the challenge and Dave Lewis will order short kits from 
 Bob Holman… 
 

                  BREAK!!!    8:05      Resumed at 8:15 
 

  Show and Tell.     
 1.  Lesher Dowling  showed some engines from his      
     collection.  
               2. Gary Leopold showed an OK Twin engine. 
 

  Refreshments:  Ken Martinez  
 

  Coffee by: SAM 21, courtesy of Brian Sargent 
  
      Adjournment:  8:42pm 
 
       Next meeting: 3/27/14 at: 7:00 pm, Saratoga Fire  Dept 

FEBRUARY 27, 2014 MINUTES 

                
Call to order: President Gary Leopold 
     

Members present: 
 

Guests present: 
 

Introduction of guests: 
 

    Approval of minutes of the meeting of February 27, 
 2014   
 

    Treasurer's report: Lescher Dowling  
 

    Membership report: Lescher Dowling 
 

    Competition report: Dave Lewis:  
 

       A) SGMA Spring Contest - Waegell 
       B) SAM 26 Spring Opener - Bakersfield 
       C) SAM 21 Loren Schmidt Memorial planning 
       D) SAM 21 1/2 A/Speed 400 - Dwarfs 4 - 27 - 14 
    

    Unfinished Business/Reports:  
 

        A) Simplex Build/Fly Project: Bill Copeland 
        B)  
 

     New business: 
 

        A) None   
                  
  BREAK!!! 
 

      Show and Tell: All  
 

      Program:   TBA 
 

      Refreshments: Bill Vanderbeek 
 

      Coffee by: SAM 21, courtesy of Brian Sargent 
  

      Adjournment: 
 

      Next meeting: 4/24/14 at: 7:00 pm, Saratoga Fire  
   Department        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

MARCH 27, 2014 AGENDA  
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   “The Simplex ‘gig’ seems to have ‘gone 
viral”, to quote Frank Womack. (which I 
hesitate to do), It seems as though as 
many as 17 examples of the Simplex are in 
different stages of construction/flight test-
ing by various members of SAM 21 and 
SAM 30. For more details see page 5 of 
this issue.  
 
 
  As I am writing this the  weather has defi-

nitely turned Spring like, at last.    
  That being said, if you check the EVENT SCHEDULE on 

page 2, you will find it filling up, so start now to prepare your 
equipment for the coming season. 

Planning for the 2014 SAM 21 “Loren Schmidt Memorial” 
Contest is well under way. 

Word on the street is that Brian Sargent has passed the CD 
test and is just waiting for verification from AMA. If he is to 
serve as CD at our annual event he will definitely need some 
help as he has traditionally served as chief cook. So, anybody 
out there ready to volunteer? 

Dave Lewis has been bugging your Ed. to get busy on the 
flyer for the contest and the first draft of the revised flyer has 
been completed and awaits Dave and Brian’s comments. If 
completed in time, the draft will be brought to the meeting for 
review by all. The main issue to be settled is whether to allow 
flying any class, any day, or to assign classes to either Satur-
day or Sunday. 

 
Following up on a question from Brian Sargent (him again?) 

I have ordered and received three rolls of a material called 
“FibaFilm” from BP Hobbies on the East Coast. It is said to be a 
“replacement” for Mica Film. I have a sample which looks to be a 
reasonable replacement. It comes in several colors, but no 
transparent. It is however, quite thin (and light) and will probably 
be more or less transparent in flight. I plan to bring the sample to 
the meeting on the 27th. 

 
 

Special thanks  to Steve Roselle, Ted Kafer and Lescher 
Dowling for their help with the early SAM 21 photos in this issue 
and the memoriam for Jack Alten (see pg 7 )   

They all go back a lot farther than I do in SAM 21 history and 
without them, much of our Chapter history could be lost...  

See you at the Meeting, or else!! 
 

AMA 27944 - Over and Out!... 

… N o t e s  F r o m  
T h e  R i g h t  S e a t  

 

 
… From The  
February Meeting ... 

Support Our Advertisers 

The  February meeting was well attended and much busi-
ness was accomplished. Show and Tell featured a smiling presi-

dent, shown here, with a recently ac-
quired OK Twin.  
  With our annual contest renamed the 
“Loren Schmidt Memorial” planning for 
the event moved ahead. Brian       
Sargent noted that he plans to ac-
quire an AMA contest director desig-
nation. 
  Brian said that if he is to serve as CD 
he will need some help, at the least 
with the noon BBQ chores.  
Any takers? 
   Below: As usual, the most important 
part of the meeting seemed to occur 
after adjournment - the BS session... 

President Leopold received the following note from Nancy     
Von Konsky: 
 

 “Thank you so much for the wonderful evening with SAM 
21 at the annual Awards Banquet! It was good to visit with peo-
ple I’ve known over the years and to meet some new ones too! 
Plus, the dinner was delicious. 

The orchid gift is a beautiful reminder of the evening, SAM 
21, and the warmth of the thoughtfulness of the group.  

My daughter, Susan, and I enjoyed ourselves so much 
and truly appreciate being included!! 

Again, THANK YOU!!! “ 
S/S Nancy Von Konsky 



 

  The CLIPPER - official newsletter of SAM 21      March, 2014                                                              Page  5 

… Strings too Short to Save 

Below: After my less than satisfactory performance at the last SAM 21 Speed 400 event, I 
asked Henry Smith if there was anything I could do to possibly enhance the performance of my 
S-400 motors. He suggested that I could try advancing the timing. After confessing that I did not 
know how to accomplish that, he suggested that he would be happy to do that for me, which he 
proceeded to do. In the package of motors he returned to me, he included this picture of what he 
called his ‘sophisticated’ “test stand” which he used to tune my motors, and I assume many others 

over time. 
   Note the anvil and bench 
vise used to secure the 
motor mount system, some 
rather questionable electri-
cal connections and the 
Tach standing by … 
   More importantly, check 
out  how clean his work-
bench is… 
How can he find anything?? 
 

Thanks for your gen-
erous and expert   
help Henry… Bill C 
 

The Simplex Project Update… 
 
 

Shown here at the left, is a much 
enhanced three view drawing of the 
project model, snatched from a set of 
Holman plans that came with the kits. 
The model is not as ‘ugly’ as I thought 
from previous views.  

It’s just, well, SIMPLE ... 
Speaking of kits, SAM 21 has now 

ordered and hopefully delivered at least 
12 to members who expressed interest 
in participating. Together with the 8 or 9 
from SAM 30, it should be a sight to 
see and a fun time when it all comes 
together. 

And speaking of coming together, 
Frank Womack has agreed to desig-
nate the already scheduled SAM 30 
Fun Fly at the Schmidt Ranch on Satur-
day July 26th, as the first ‘Gathering of 
the Simplexs’ event. 

 

So far here are the known elements:  
(may be changed without notice) 

 The project is intended to be Fun. 
 

 The ’approved’ model is the Sim-
plex as kitted by either Klarich or 
Holman. Minimum deviation from 
plan outlines or airfoil. Balsa sizes 
can be changed. Landing gear lo-
cation optional. 

 

 Motor to be a 480 size, brushless, 
Outrunner @ 1000Kv, Esc either 
40A or 50A, battery 3S 2200 LIPO, 
prop to match. 

 

 LMR to match weather conditions 
(25 to 35 secs has been discussed)  

 

 ROG assuming suitable weather/
decent  take off area. 

 

 No minimum weight. Existing ex-
amples are in the 35 to 50 oz range 
(Be aware that using this motor 
produces vertical performance)      

 

  The project is intended to be Fun. 
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  Sadly, news has reached the Clipper that Jack  Alten, a former active 
member of SAM 21, passed away in Hillsboro, Oregon on March 6, 2014.  
  As of this writing no further news regarding his obituary or any funeral ar-
rangements, is available on the internet.  
  As additional details become available, it will be included in future issues of 
the Clipper… 
  (Jack’s picture is included in the group photos on page, and in the bottom 
picture on page 8.)  
 

     Jack Alten 
 
 
 
 

SAM 21 Heritage Page 

In Memoriam ... 

Note: The below article on SAM 21 Member, Fred Landman was copied from the March/April 2004 issue of SAM Speaks  
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Back Row, L to R: Fred Terzian; Frank Womack; Henry Smith; Marvin Miller*; Neil Kaminar
(flower shirt); Don Earl (Pecs Hobbies); Bill Berleman; Dennis King; Stu Bennett*; Jack Alten*; 
Serge Millisch*; George Joki*; Dave Lewis; Unk; Dave Marshall; Bill Hofstetter*; Unk 
Front Row, L to R: Lescher Dowling; Bob McCord*; John Grazie*; John Pond*; Art Watkins* 

Searching for pictures  
and information regarding 
the passing of Jack Alten 
(see pg 7), I reached out 
to Steve Roselle who went 
out of his way to send the 
pictures on this page from 
his files. 
  Thanks Steve, you came  
through, as usual... 

Back Row, L to R:  Henry Smith; Steve Roselle; Art Watkins, Frank Womack; Unk; Al Ward*; Dick 
Oglesbee*; Serge Milisch; Lou DeLatour* Fred Terzian; Unk; Marvin Mitchell; Dennis King; Lou 
Sayre*; Dave Bruner; Marvin Miller*; Dave Lewis; Stu Bennett*; George Joki  
Front Row, L to R: Bill Berlemann*; John Grazie*; John Pond*; Al Monteil; Lescher Dowling 
 

* Deceased 
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Mail form to Treasurer: 
    Lescher Dowling  

  1122 Merrimac Drive 
  Sunnyvale, CA 94087 

                         SAM 21 - 2014 Membership Application Form  
 
                                                                      Check one:        NEW Member                       RETURNING Member       
                                                                    
                                                                      Check one:        FULL Member  $25              ASSOCIATE Member $15 (newsletter only) 
 
 

                 SAM No._________________ AMA No. _________________ 
                                                                         (Req’d if full) 
                                                  

                 Name: ______________________________________________              
 
                Address _____________________________________________ 
 
                City, State, Zip _______________________________________ 
 

                                                     Phone: ____________________   Cell ____________________ 

Here’s Your Copy of the March, 2014 SAM 21 Clipper 
(Read at your own risk!) 

 

48 cents 

(as of today) 

PRESIDENT:  Gary Leopold: 905 Anita Avenue Belmont, CA 94002  Tele: 650-592-5716  E-mail: gnleopold@sbcglobal.net 
VICE PREZ:    Dave Lewis: 2925 Miles Drive Santa Clara, CA95051   Tele: 408-246-2257  E-mail: lewis966@att.net               
SECRETARY: Joe Poco: 800 E Stanley Blvd #349 Livermore, CA 94550  E-mail:DrPoco@comcast.net 
TREASURER: Lescher Dowling: 1122 Merrimac Drive Sunnyvale, CA 94087  Tele:408-739-0652 E-mail: lescher2@aol.com 
EDITOR:          Bill Copeland:  4863 Primrose Lane, Livermore, Ca  94551 Tele: 925-321-1552; E-mail:bnbent@pacbell.net 

Competition Coordinator: Dave Lewis:  2925 Miles Drive Santa Clara, CA95051   Tele: 408-246-2257 E-mail: lewis966@att.net   

Bill Copeland 
4863 Primrose Lane 
Livermore, CA 94551  

 

Address Label 


